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Hello Maria,
How are things with you?
Everything’s fine here.

| went camping in Tochigi Prefecture with my family the
other day.

The famous foods in Tochigi are gyoza and strawberries.
Tochigi is about a 2-hour drive from Tokyo and is a place
with beautiful nature.

We arrived early in the afternoon and made dinner.

My father grilled meat and vegetables, and my sister and
| helped him.

My mother cooked rice in a camping pot and made curry
and rice.

In your previous letter, you wrote that people in some
western countries often barbecue for dinner at home,
grilling hamburger patties and putting the meat and
vegetables in buns, so | tried to make that myself.

The freshly grilled hamburger was smoky and very tasty. €
After dinner, we ate a watermelon that had been chilled in
the river. It was ice-cold and juicy. &

After sunset, it was dark outside, and the sky was sprinkled
with a lot of stars.

| sometimes visit the planetarium to look at the stars, but it
had been such a long time since I'd seen so many stars in
the sky that | was moved.

We stayed in a yurt.* | thought there would be nothing
inside, but it had some beds and a table, and it was
comfortable.

The inside was filled with Asian-style decorations, so | felt
like | was in another country.

Are you an indoor or an outdoor person?

| live in a city full of high-rise buildings and asphalt roads,
so it reminded me how important it is to stay connected
with nature. €

Where are your best places to stay and enjoy nature?
Stay cool this summer!
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