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EXH : ERVISOLVTELTAELLS!

Hello Maria,

Long time no write.

The hot season has come!

When | walk on the street, | can feel the heat rising from
the asphalt.

Is your city also hot these days?

In Japan, we have a tradition of writing summer greeting
cards, called “shochu mimai” in Japanese, to friends,
relatives, and people who take care of us.

We write about caring for their health, encouraging them to
get through the hot summer, and sharing updates.

These letters also help strengthen relationships between
people.

My summer holidays are going to start at the end of July.
| have a lot of plans, including going to the beach with my
family and doing my homeweork in the library with friends.
Have you already decided on plans for your summer
vacation?

| also want to tell you about the summer festival held the
other day.

It started from late evening when the lanterns were lit up. @
Many young people joined the festival wearing yukata and
light traditional summer outfits.

Summer festivals in Japan are very fun events where we
dance traditional Japanese dances surrounded by many
food stalls and game booths. @

For example, we can buy cotton candy and crepes and
scoop superballs and small toys.

Some booths are so popular that we might have to wait in
line for a long time, but we can enjoy chatting with friends
and family and watching the traditional Japanese dances
while waiting.

My friend and | waited in line for chocolate-covered
bananas.

Chocolate-covered bananas are sprinkled with rainbow
sprinkles, and they are Instagram-able sweets. €

They are a standard item in Japanese food stalls.

What kinds of stalls do you see at summer festivals in your
area?

| would like to read about your summer stories in your next
letter.

Enjoy your summer!

Rei
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